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On January 28, 2008, a meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Millwood Fire District was held at 7:30 p.m. at Fire Station No. 2 located at 366 Croton Dam Road in the Town of New Castle.  Present were:  Chairman Anthony Olenik, Commissioners:  Angelo Indusi, Hala Makowska, and Fred Scheier, Secretary Virginia Carey, Treasurer Urban Santone, Chief Jan Schwark, 1st Asst. Chief Mike Horan, 2nd Asst. Chief Joe Rod, Architects Bernard and Debbie Lanza, and various taxpayers.

I. GENERAL DISCUSSION

Architect Bernard Lanza read a Status Report for the Firehouse Project (See Attached)

Questions were then taken from the Taxpayers and Commissioners:

Commissioner Makowska – She felt to evaluate the need for a new firehouse, there should be an expanding scope to the Needs Study projecting to 2030.  Architect Lanza will notify J.L. Nickerson Associates.  

Conversations with the Town – Request clarity in writing from Town – In the past there have been no written documents.  Commissioner Makowska will draft a letter to the Town of New Castle for the Board and Architect Lanza to review.

Discussion concerning the height of retaining walls on the western most side of the Vesce site and the site for the proposed back corner of the parking area.

Kurt Kleinmann – Wanted to correct memo to the Board from Architect Lanza.  He stated he wanted it noted that there was no connection between June Farnham and the name Charles Jennings.  Mr. Jennings name was submitted by Commissioner Scheier with a phone number.  Mr. Kleinmann reiterated there was no correlation between Mr. Jennings and the Farnhams.  Architect Bernard Lanza reiterated he was unable to find a consultant named Jennings.

Chairman Olenik stated CVAC has stated they would have an interest in one bay to store an ambulance on the West side of Town, Millwood.  Commissioner Indusi stated the request needs to be in writing for the Board to consider this option for the proposed new firehouse.

II.	TRUCK COMMITTEE REPORT

Ex-Chief’s Greg Santone, Todd Kruger, Chief Jan Schwark and Commissioner Indusi went to Ohio to review with Sutphen’s Engineers all the specifications for the new ladder truck.  (See Notes Attached)  Sutphen Engineer’s and the Truck Committee went over the specifications line by line.  Attached is a list of all deletions and additions recommended by the Truck Committee.  A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the changes as noted in Sutphen Corporation’s Change Authorization Form, Seconded by Commissioner Scheier, All in Favor.
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The Truck Committee will visit the factory again in June 2008 and a pre-delivery trip may also be planned.  Proposed delivery date is:  9/2008.

III.	CHIEF’S REPORT (See Attached)

Chief Schwark reported he receive 3 bids for the Annual Inspection to be held on May 16, 2008, starting at 6 p.m. at Fire Station No. 1:

	Bids:
		Kittle House			$108/person
		Country Manor		$70-90/person
		Travelers Rest			$57/person

A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the low bid by the Travelers Rest at $57/person for the Annual Inspection on May 16, 2008, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.

Chief Schwark reported the four tires on Car 2251 were replaced on state bid.  Bid Price:  Tire Buys, 4 – P245/75 R16 B.F. Goodrich tires on State Bid No. 88226:  $398.92.

2nd Asst. Joe Rod reported a Dry Hydrant is being installed by Cornerstone Contracting for their client at 100 Glendale Road which will be incorporated into their swimming pool.  The Board received a letter from Cornerstone informing them of this project.  

IV.	EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to go into Executive Session at 9:25 p.m. to discuss Personnel Matters, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.

A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to come out of Executive Session at 9:40 p.m., Seconded by Commissioner Indusi, All in Favor.

V.	MINUTES

A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to accept the December 19, 2007 minutes as presented, Seconded by Chairman Olenik, All in Favor.

A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the Minutes of the January 2, 2008 Organizational Meeting as presented, Seconded by Commissioner Scheier, All in Favor.

VI.	CORRESPONDENCE

Treasurer Santone stated the Annual Treasurer’s Report to the Board is final and has been made available by January 25, 2008.
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An undated letter from Clean Air Company informed the Board to notify the manufacturer of the new ladder truck to modify the exhaust pipes to assist in reducing the temperature of the exhaust output due to the onboard filters of the new diesel emission requirements.  They must purchase 
and install an exhaust pipe adaptor kit in order to make it compatible with the firehouse Plymovent System.

A transmittal dated 12/17/07 from Architect Bernard Lanza enclosed a copy of the Phase I Sensitivity Study for the site of the new firehouse as prepared by Greenhouse Consultants.

A letter dated 12/18/07 from Westchester County Board of Elections stated they will be using Fire Station No. 2 for the Presidential Primary Election on Tuesday, February 5, 2008 from 5:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and enclosed a pay voucher to be submitted back to the Board of Election for the use of Fire Station No. 2.

A letter dated 12/19/07 from the New Castle Town Clerk announced the scheduling of two additional Public Scoping Session for Chappaqua Crossing:  1/9/08 for 3:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 1/22/08 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Insurance Policies dated 12/19/07 for Workers Compensation from Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Company were received.

A letter dated 12/10/07 from New York Power Authority announced a 15.05% electric rate increase starting January 2008 and there still is a pending Con Edison rate increase request for the next three years with the proposed first increase of 50% over the current delivery rates, effective 4/1/08.  This will make the total bill increase for the production and delivery rate increase for the Fire District 26.8%.

A cover letter dated 12/20/07 from Attorney William Young, Jr., Esq. enclosed a copy of a Contract for Legal Services.  The Contract dated 1/2/08 was approved at the District’s Organizational Meeting and returned to Attorney William Young, Jr., with a check in the amount of $750 for the retainer fee for 2008.

A copy of a transmittal dated 12/21/07 from Architect Bernard Lanza to JLN Associates, LLC enclosed requested information. 

An Affidavit of Publication from The Journal News dated 12/27/07 was received for the published legal notice to expend up to $800,000 from the Capital Improvement Fund.

A letter dated 1/2/08 from WENT Firehouse Committee requested information under the Freedom of Information Act.

A letter dated 1/3/08 to WENT Firehouse Committee acknowledged their letter dated 1/2/08 and informed that they would receive a response within the next 20 business days.
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A letter dated 1/3/08 to Attorney William Young, Jr. listed the District’s meeting dates, budget hearing, annual election and 2009 Organizational Meetings for publication in The Journal News.

A fax memorandum dated 1/3/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza updated the Board on the general project status for the proposed new firehouse.

A letter dated 1/4/08 from New Castle DPW listed the maintenance they performed on the District’s fire hydrants.

A copy of a letter dated 1/8/08 from Hometown Firefighters Services enclosed a bill for the LOSAP annual insurance premium in the amount of $370.76 for newly added members.  Chairman Olenik signed the enclosed withdrawal authorization made payable to Standard Security and mailed it back as requested.

A cover letter dated 1/8/08 from Attorney William Young, Jr. enclosed a draft “Code of Ethics” as updated by NYS.  He also answered Commissioner Makowska’s question regarding the giving of gifts/award dinners for firefighters.

A copy of Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Co. Notice of Treatment Issues/Disputed Bills Issues dated 1/8/08 was received for firefighter, Robert Correra’s injury sustained on 11/5/04.

A copy of a Transmittal dated 1/9/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza to JLN Associates, LLC enclosed a key for Fire Stations No. 1&2 as requested.

A letter dated 1/9/08 to The Journal News listed the District’s meeting dates, Budget Hearing, and 2009 Organizational Meeting.  They were also posted by the Secretary as required.

A letter dated 1/9/08 to ISO requested information on the District ISO rating.

A Transmittal dated 1/11/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza enclosed the Needs Study agreement with JLN Associates, LLC.

A NYS Workers’ Compensation Board cover sheet – Application for Bond Review dated 1/11/08 for firefighter Robert Correra’s injury sustained on 11/5/04 was received.

A letter to WENT Fire House Committee dated 1/18/08 enclosed the information requested in their letter of 1/2/08.

A copy of a Transmittal dated 1/16/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza to JLN Associates, LLC enclosed a copy of drawing SC1 site Consideration Map – Location Map – Area Map dated 8/10/05, revised 1/16/06 as requested.
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A copy of a an e-mail dated 1/16/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza to JLN Associates, LLC answered some of John Nickerson’s questions and referred other questions to the Fire District for answers.  Commissioner Makowska and 2nd Asst. Chief Joe Rod will track down the additional information requested and it will be forwarded to JLN Associates, LLC.

A NYS Workers’ Compensation Board Notice of Decision dated 1/17/08 for firefighter, Robert Correra’s injury sustained on 11/5/04 was received.

A letter dated 1/22/08 from Westchester County Board of Elections informed the Board and requested the Boards help with the implementation of a Federal HAVA (Help America Vote Act) mandate that all polling sites be accessible to the handicapped voter.  The County purchased the equipment to help make Fire Station No. 2 handicapped accessible, i.e., buzzers, signs, etc.  They would like the District to store the equipment for elections.

A copy of a transmittal dated 1/23/08 from Architect Bernard Lanza to JLN Associates, LLC enclosed the Fire District’s and Fire Company’s By-Laws.

A letter dated 1/23/08 from Attorney William Young, Jr. addressed the Board’s concern whether the Fire Company could accept a firefighter’s letter of Resignation in lieu of filing charges against the firefighter and holding a hearing of inquiry.

A letter dated 1/24/08 from Cornerstone Contracting informed the Board they are installing a dry hydrant for their client at 100 Glendale Road which will be incorporated into their swimming pool.  They would like the District to review the installation requirements that the District would like to see incorporated into the dry hydrant installation.  2nd Asst. Chief Joe Rod will review the installation requirements with the Contractor as requested.

A letter was received from Waller & Fiorenza, PC dated 1/28/08 stating they are willing to extend their Auditing Contract for the second year at the three-year extension under the same terms and conditions.  They will begin the planning for the 2007 Audit of the Millwood Fire District to commence on April 21, 2008 and have the work completed in time for the NY S Controller’s office by the June Deadline.  They also agreed to Audit the District’s Service Awards Program for 2006 and 2007 based on the same terms and conditions as the District’s Audit.

VII.	NEW BUSINESS

Commissioner Makowska asked the Board to approve $500 for MFC caps/T-Shirts to give to new recruits (estimated at 10 per year) after being voted in.  A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to purchase the T-Shirts and Caps after appropriate bids are approved not to exceed $500, Seconded by Chairman Olenik, All in Favor.
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Commissioner Makowska presented in detail her January 2008 Committee Report (See Attached).  She outlined many areas that need improvement with short term and long term goals.  The Board will take her suggestions under advisement.

A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to have Commissioner Makowska complete the new www.millwoodFD.gov website with a cost of $125 per year and $19.99 per month (includes unlimited pages, enough storage to host SEQR documents, maintain archives) to keep the website updated, Seconded by Commissioner Indusi, All in Favor.  District email address established:  millwoodfire@gmail.gov.

VIII.	OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Olenik madea a motion to extend for one additional year the District’s financial audit for fiscal year 2007, to Waller & Fiorenza, PC with no changes in its terms and conditions and to also award the contract to audit the District’s Service Awards Program, to Waller & Fiorenza, PC with the same terms and conditions as the District’s original contract.  The motion was Seconded by Commissioner Indusi and passed unanimously.

IX.	TREASURER’S REPORT

A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to approve the attached Treasurer’s Report and bills for payment as presented, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.


Meeting Adjourned:  12:15 a.m.



Virginia F. Carey
Secretary
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APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the changes as noted in Sutphen Corporation’s Change Authorization Form, Seconded by Commissioner Scheier, All in Favor

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the low bid by the Travelers Rest at $57/person for the Annual Inspection on May 16, 2008, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to go into Executive Session at 9:25 p.m. to discuss Personnel Matters, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to come out of Executive Session at 9:40 p.m., Seconded by Commissioner Indusi, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to accept the December 19, 2007 minutes as presented, Seconded by Chairman Olenik, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the Minutes of the January 2, 2008 Organizational Meeting as presented, Seconded by Commissioner Scheier, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to purchase the T-Shirts and Caps after appropriate bids are approved not to exceed $500, Seconded by Chairman Olenik, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier to have Commissioner Makowska complete the new www.millwoodFD.gov website with a cost of $125 per year and $19.99 per month (includes unlimited pages, enough storage to host SEQR documents, maintain archives) to keep the website updated, Seconded by Commissioner Indusi, All in Favor.  

· Chairman Olenik made a motion to extend for one additional year the District’s financial audit for fiscal year 2007, to Waller & Fiorenza, PC with no changes in its terms and conditions and to also award the contract to audit the District’s Service Awards Program, to Waller & Fiorenza, PC with the same terms and conditions as the District’s original contract.  The motion was Seconded by Commissioner Indusi and passed unanimously.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to approve the attached Treasurer’s Report and bills for payment as presented, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.
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CHIEF’S REMINDERS

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the changes as noted in Sutphen Corporation Change Authorization Form, Seconded by Commissioner Scheier, All in Favor

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to accept the low bid by the Travelers Rest at $57/person for the Annual Inspection on May 16, 2008, Seconded by Commissioner Makowska, All in Favor.

· A motion was made by Commissioner Indusi to purchase the T-Shirts and Caps after appropriate bids are approved not to exceed $500, Seconded by Chairman Olenik, All in Favor.

